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Why Are We Still Raising Money?
	 One of the questions we hear most often is: “If the 
Foundation already has a large endowment fund, why do you 
continue to ask for donations?”
	 It’s a fair question, and one we appreciate the opportunity to answer.
	 The Paxton-Buckley-Loda Education Foundation is proud to have 
built a strong Endowment Fund through the generosity of alumni, 
parents, businesses, educators, and community members. This fund 
serves as a long-term investment in the future of our schools and students.
	 However, it is important to understand that the Endowment Fund 
is not the same as our annual operating funds. The endowment fund 
was established with a specific purpose: to provide a permanent and 
growing source of support for PBL schools for generations to come.
	 The Endowment Fund operates under policies designed to protect 
its long-term value:
	 • The principal, or original value of gifts contributed to the fund, is 
preserved and cannot be spent.
	 • Only a portion of the investment earnings may be distributed 
each year.
	 • Distribution amounts are carefully calculated to ensure the fund 
continues to grow and provide support well into the future.
	 • If market conditions cause the fund’s value to decline below the 
principal amount, distributions may be reduced or suspended until the 
fund recovers.
	 These policies ensure that gifts made today continue to benefit 
students many years from now.
	 While the endowment provides an important source of annual 
income, it does not meet every need. Programs, grants, scholarships, 
classroom projects, educational resources, and student opportunities 
often require support beyond what the annual endowment distribution 
can provide.
	 That is why your continued generosity remains so important.
	 Every new contribution strengthens the Endowment Fund. As 
the fund grows, so does its earning potential. Increased earnings mean 
increased support for students, teachers, and schools year after year 
without reducing the principal.
	 In other words, every gift creates both an immediate impact and a 
lasting legacy.
	 We believe that investing in education is one of the best investments 
a community can make.
	 Investing in Excellence.
	 When students have access to quality educational opportunities, 
communities become places where families want to live, businesses 
want to invest, and future leaders are developed. Through your support, 
we can continue providing resources that help our students and staff 
reach their fullest potential.
	 Thank you for believing in our mission and for helping ensure that 
PBL students today, and for generations to come, have the tools they 
need to succeed.
	 Together, we are building a stronger future.

Sincerely,
Justin Swan, Chairman
Paxton-Buckley-Loda Education Foundation
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Meet the Board

PBL Education Foundation
2025-2026 Board Members

	 Position	 Board Member	 Term

	 Chairman	 Justin Swan	 24-26

	 Vice-Chairman	 Peggy Seibring	 26-28 

	 Secretary/Treasurer	 Lynn Rubarts	 26-28 

	 Trustee	 Scott Allen	 24-26

	 Trustee	 Kennedy Glazik	 25-27

	 Trustee	 Kandace Hofer	 25-27 

	 Trustee	 Robin Niewold	 24-26

	 Trustee	 Dylan Reetz	 25-27

PBL Education Foundation
Endowment Fund Board

	 Board Appointed	 Community Appointed
	 (Term Expiration)	 (No Expiration of  Term)

	 Scott Allen	 Bruce Kietzman

	 Robin Niewold	 Jay Ross

	 Justin Swan	 Joe Sawyer

PBL EDUCATION FOUNDATION FINANCIAL REPORT
JULY 1, 2025 - JUNE 30, 2026

Income
      Annual Fundraising Campaign....................................$28,660.00
      Book Fair Sponsorships...............................................$10,800.00 
      Endowment Fund Market Gain..................................$167,073.36
      Interest Received...............................................................$352.89 
      Memorials & Honorariums............................................$2,585.00
	 Planned Giving............................................................$16,750.00
TOTAL INCOME..........................................................$226,221.25 
Expenses
      Administrative Expenses.............................................. $29,840.50 
      Program Funding:
             Book Fairs............................................................. $10,268.65 
             Grants.................................................................... $24,591.11 
             Hall of Fame........................................................... $1,331.26
             Project Lead the Way.............................................. $5,833.00
             Senior Awards Night............................................... $1,000.00 
TOTAL EXPENSES........................................................ $72,864.52
Income.............................................................................. $153,356.73
Funds transferred to the Endowment Fund*......................... $19,335.00
NET OPERATING INCOME....................................... $134,021.73

 Financial Report

*Funds received for Planned Giving, as well as Memorials and 
Honorariums, are transferred to the Endowment Fund and not used 
as part of the General Fund.

Alumni Hall of Fame Nominees Requested
	 The PBL Education Foundation is proud to support 
the Paxton-Buckley-Loda Alumni Hall of Fame. The 
Foundation provides financial support for this notable 
program that recognizes outstanding alumni achievements. 
Alumni Hall of Fame members serve as ideal role models 
for all of our students. Each year, the new members speak to 
our high school students during homecoming week. If you 
are interested in nominating a graduate of Paxton-Buckley-
Loda High School, Paxton High School, Buckley-Loda 
High School, or Roberts-Thawville High School, you can 
access the nomination form at https://sites.google.com/a/
pblpanthers.org/pbl-hall-of-fame/home/forms. This form 
can also be found at the pblunit10.com homepage under 
the Menu tab. If you have any questions, you may contact 
Hannah Eshelman at the PBL Unit Office.
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Investing in Excellence

No other investment 
yields as great a return 

as the investment in education. 

An educated workforce is the 
foundation of every community 

and the future 
of every economy.

— Brad Henry —

Meet our newest board members!Meet our newest board members!
	 Kennedy Glazik is a 2014 graduate of Paxton-
Buckley-Loda High School, where she was involved 
in volleyball, FFA, and FBLA. After high school, she 
attended Eastern Illinois University and earned her 
Bachelor’s degree in Marketing in December 2017.
     Kennedy resides in Paxton with her husband, Alex, 
and their two daughters, Madelyn (4) and Lillian (2). 
She is a local real estate agent who is passionate about 
helping families find their place in the community while 
also giving back to the area she proudly calls home.
     As a member of the PBL Education Foundation, 
Kennedy enjoys supporting opportunities that 
directly impact local students and educators. As 
both a PBL graduate and now a parent raising 
young children in the district, she understands 
the importance of investing in the future of the 
community. One of the most rewarding aspects of 
serving on the Foundation has been seeing firsthand 
how grants, opportunities, and community support 
can create meaningful opportunities for students 
and help strengthen the schools that played such an 
important role in her own life.

	 Dylan Reetz is a 2016 graduate of Cissna Park 
High School. He was involved in FFA, baseball, 
basketball, golf, and was a class officer. He then 
graduated from the University of Illinois in 2018 with 
a B.S. in Consumer and Agricultural Economics.
     Dylan and his wife, Lindsay, reside in Paxton 
with their three daughters. They keep their children 
involved in different activities and really enjoy the city 
of Paxton.
     Dylan is the owner of EDGE Insurance in Buckley, 
where he specializes in federal crop and farm 
property insurance. Dylan loves the commodity 
and financial futures markets. Growing up, he never 
anticipated working in sales. Dylan finds educating 
his clients and finding the best solutions to their 
risk gratifying. His newest venture in Buckley is 
partnering with Heritage Strategic Wealth to provide 
an innovative and unique wealth management firm to 
East-Central Illinois’ agricultural communities.
     Dylan wanted to be a part of the PBL Education 
Foundation to help enhance the experience of the 
students. He and his wife are excited to send their 

	 Kandace Hofer grew up in rural Buckley, and 
graduated from PBL High School in 2013. During her 
time at PBL, she was active in volleyball, basketball, 
and track & field, and served as her class’s student 
council secretary.
	 Kandace went on to attend Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale, where she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Paralegal Studies, with a minor 
in Business Management, graduating cum laude 
in December 2016. She then attended The John 
Marshall Law School (now part of the University of 
Illinois Chicago), where she earned her Juris Doctor, 
graduating cum laude in 2020.
	 Following law school, Kandace returned to 
the Ford-Iroquois County area, where she and her 
husband, Jason, now live in rural Buckley with 
their golden retriever, Ellie. She is the owner and 
managing attorney of Hofer Law LLC, where her 
practice focuses on real estate, estate planning and 
administration, and business law.
	 Kandace is honored to serve on the Education 
Foundation Board. She is passionate about giving 
back to the school and community that helped shape 
her and is excited to help create new opportunities for 
current and future PBL students.

children through the PBL school district. Dylan 
enjoyed being involved in the grant applications for 
the different classes this past year and seeing the 
unique ideas and experiences the teachers provided 
for the students.
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Staff Grants Funded by Your Gifts

Grant: Musical - The Music Man	 Grade Level: 6-12	 Teacher: Tiffany Howard	 Awarded: $4,674
Tiffany Howard, PBL Chorus teacher, commented, “The memorable evening was filled with high-quality theater, 
showing students the magic of Broadway right here in Central Illinois. Providing the opportunity to experience a 
professional musical production inspires students to create an exciting production of their own and gives them 
confidence in their ability to do so.”

Grant: JH Monthly Reading Challenge	
Grade Level: 6-8	
Teachers: Casey Knoll, Stacy Clark, Katrina Reber, Jamie Young, 
Cecilia Soto, Logan Harrison	
Awarded: $4,500
ELA teacher Casey Knoll, who spearheaded the program, said, “The kids 
were so excited about the prizes each month and read their hearts out 
this year!”

Grant: Fostering Literacy & Imagination Through Screen-Free Storytelling    Grade Level: 1    
Teachers: Madelyn Garrison, Kara Kinzinger, Kourtney Brownfield, 

Kelly Neukomm    Awarded: $2,600
First grade teacher Madelyn Garrison noted, “Students are now eager to visit 

the listening center, and the multisensory approach is doing wonders 
for building their fluency and reading comprehension. They are always excited 
to see the new Tonies on Monday morning to see what they get to learn about, 

and on Fridays they are choosing the auditory storytelling over screens 100% of the time. 
They are building independence and a genuine love for learning.”

Grant: Putting the ‘A’ in STEAM    Grade Level: 2-8    
Teachers: Hillary Sawyer    Awarded: $1,000

Sawyer noted, “Having these mediums has helped students gain 
a new perspective, allowing their unique ideas to take form, 

and they have learned how creating art affects the brain. 
This foundational experience has changed the way they think about 

the design process and is fostering a lifelong love of learning!”

Grant: JH Book Longevity Project	
Grade Level: Junior High	
Teachers: Hannah Bruens	
Awarded: $995
Librarian Bruens commented, “I have 141 books checked out to the repair cart, with an 
estimated 75% of those needing a binding repair of some kind. The CoverOne machine 
repairs the books with a quick, strong, clean repair.  A repair that would normally take 
several days is now ready within an hour or two.”
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Investing in Excellence

Grant: Medieval Times Field Trip	
Grade Level: 7	
Teachers: Katrina Reber, Colette Lee, 
Jamie Young, Jodi Coplea, Chris Harper, 
Kris Ping, Kim Wagoner, Tyler Rubarts	
Awarded: $5,000
“I just want to say thank you so much for funding the trip, 
and it is the most fun and crazy experience that I ever 
went to.”  - Michael Tjarks

Grant: Hands on Phonics    Grade Level: Kindergarten
Teachers: Amanda Gooden, Anna Talbert    Awarded: $2,220

The interactive alphabet sets are specifically targeted to help teach alphabet 
knowledge, phonemic awareness, and early phonics, providing engaging, 

kinesthetic learning experiences for the students in a whole group 
and small group setting.

Grant: Guitar Heroes: Strumming Toward Success
Grade Level: 4-5	
Teachers: Lindsey Breymeyer	
Awarded: $900
“The guitars have brought a new level of excitement 
and ownership to my 5th grade music students!”
- Clara Peterson Elementary Music Teacher 
Lyndsey Breymeyer 

Grant: Down to Earth    Grade Level: 8
Teachers: Erica Manley, Jessie Marquis, Logan 
Harrison, Samantha Greiff, Michael Callahan, 

Cecilia Soto    Awarded: $1,000
Eighth grade students visited the Staerkel 

Planetarium last November, and Middle Fork 
State Fish and Wildlife Area in April.

Grant: Let’s Make Spelling Fun	
Grade Level: 4	
Teachers: Angela Dirks, Taylor Walwer	
Awarded: $450
Angela Dirks commented, “The kids are enjoying 
the tablets and they have made the repetitiveness of 
learning spelling words much more fun!” 
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Investing in Excellence

Grant: Panthers Protecting Lives: CPR Training	
Grade Level: 9-12	
Teachers: Kirsten Wyatt	
Awarded: $120
The CPR program is a hands-on, interactive program which provides students 
with the critical skills needed to potentially save lives within our community and 
beyond. Twenty six students participated in the training, gaining the knowledge 
needed to step forward in an emergency.

We believe, 
that is, you and I, 

that education 
is not an expense. 
We believe it is 
an investment.
- Lyndon B. JohnsonSenior Awards Night 

High School
$1,000

Hall of Fame
$1,000

Book Fairs
Clara Peterson & Junior High

$10,269
The coupons for the book fairs are administered by the PBL Education 
Foundation and made possible through the generous donations from: 

Bank of Pontiac, Gibson Area Hospital and Health Services, Cynthia Swanson, 
Buckley State Bank, Hudson Drug Shop, The Frederick Community Bank, 

Shields Automart, Monical’s Pizza of Paxton, and Edge Insurance.

Eighth Grade Career Fair 
& Ignite
$1,000

Eighth grade student Hallie Haile shared, 
“I really enjoyed listening to the welder, 
who was a female, and the people from 
Birkey’s who shared their experiences in 
their job, the traveling they get to do, and 

all the positives about their career.”

	 How Else Have You Helped?
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*Gifts are invested in 
The PBL Endowment Fund

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Kay Amsden
Paul & Nancy Anderson
Jeff Apland
Bank of Pontiac
Sherman R. Bauer
Larry & Janet Benson
Jim & Ruth Biggs
Buckley State Bank
Rod & Mary Cardinal
Keith & LeaAnn Carson
Jack & Vicki Cole
Steve & Jill DeAtley
Josh & Allison Didier
Brian Dippel
David & Laurie Eckerty
Joan Stevie Eller
Daniel Eppelheimer
Tracy & Lori Epps
Brendan Foley
Patricia Franzen
Janet Fratia
Don & Patti Frichtl
Adam Gooden Concrete
Michael Paul “Red” Graham, CPA
Mike & Merrily Griffin
Daniel & Margaret Gronewold
Janet Guthrie
Mary Lynn Guy
Judith Hay
Bruce & Debbie Henrikson
Ellen Hilgendorf
Douglas Houston
Carl & Janet Hudson
Carol Ingold
J. William & Lynn Ingold
Judy Jepsen-Popel
Karen Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Victor Johnson
Kathy Kielar
Bruce & Lori Kietzman
Katie Kietzman
Neal & Lee Kottke
Karen Kummerow
Susan Lamb
Robert Larson
Angie Lee
Beth Lepper
James Lindgren
Gail Lithgow
Carol Livingston

Ludlow Cooperative Elevator
Dennis & Patricia Luhrsen
Robert & Sue Martensen
Norma Matson
Leah Matthias
Mangieri Refinishing, LLC
McShane Construction 		
	 Company
Yvonne Meessmann
Charles Morin
Sally Seibring Moróne
Robert & Tonya Newsom
Janice Nuss
Rodney Plackett
John & Joyce Pool
R & C Loschen Farms, Inc.
Robert Todd Reber
Joseph & Amanda Reinhart
Theodore & Charlene Reynolds
Katherine Rodeen
Noel & Connie Ross
Norman James Ross
Ron & Tamera Ross
Gary A. Rypski
Tim & Sheila Schofield
Alan & Margie Schroeder
Richard & Peggy Seibring
Signs & Designs
Justin & Amy Swan
David A. F. Sweet
The Federated Church
The Frederick Community 	
	 Bank
Diane Thorstenson
Audrey Turcheck
Barbara Vendt
Tina Wagner
William Wylie
Rosemary Zakoian
Barbara Zimmerman

*MEMORIALS
Doug Anderson
George & Kalah Apgar
Charles & Lynn Appleby
Jim & Ruth Biggs
Randy & Terri Borkgreen
Ruth Cluver
Allen & Linda Denison
David & Kathleen Dowling
Robert & Jane Faust
Janet Fratia
Mark & Donna Garrell
Joanne Guyot
Mike & Merrily Griffin
John & Ann Healey
Gene & Patty Herges
Margaret Koontz & Treva 		
	 Hopper
Hudson Drug Shop
Carl & Janet Hudson
Dale Houston
Dr. Rodney Kingston & 
	 Jane Quinlan
John & Kimberly Leezer
Jane Litwiller
Mark & Gloria McClatchey
Mitch & Beth Nuss
John & Dawn Overstreet
PayPal Giving Fund
John & Joyce Pool
Gary & Sherry Porter
M.E. Punke
Carmeen Steiner
Jane White

2025-2026 Donors
*PLANNED GIFTS
Bank of Pontiac
Christian Clinton
Frank Drendel
Gibson Area Hospital and 		
	 Health Services
James Graham
John and Ann Healey
Douglas Houston
Carl and Janet Hudson
Hudson Drug Shop
Victor Johnson
Dolores Kenney
Susan Lamb 
Beth Lepper
Carol Livingston
Robert and Sue Martensen
James and Robin Niewold
Wayne and Janet Niewold
Mrs. Brenda Pacey and The 	
	 Honorable Steve Pacey
PHS Class of 1965
Rodney Plackett
Katherine Rodeen
Cynthia Swanson
David A. F. Sweet
Philip W.K. Sweet Jr.
P.W. Kirkland Sweet
The Frederick Community 	
	 Bank

SPONSORSHIPS
Bank of Pontiac
Buckley State Bank
Edge Insurance
Gibson Area Hospital & 		
	 Health Services
Hudson Drug Shop
Pizza Man, Inc.
Shields Auto Mart
Cynthia Swanson
The Frederick Community 	
	 Bank

The Paxton-Buckley-Loda Education Foundation 
is a tax-exempt organization, a status accorded under section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code - EIN 36-4182206.

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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PBL Endowment Fund

A gift to the PBL Education Foundation Endowment Fund 
is an investment in the long-term future of our schools 
and students. Unlike annual donations that are used for 
immediate needs, endowment gifts are permanently 
invested, with only a portion of the earnings used each 
year to support educational programs and opportunities.
This allows your generosity to continue making an impact 
year after year, creating a lasting legacy that benefits 
future generations of students. By contributing to the 
Endowment Fund, you help provide a stable source of 
funding that will strengthen educational excellence 
for decades to come.

Other Ways to DonateOther Ways to Donate
*Cash  *Charitable Trust  *Grain  *Insurance*Cash  *Charitable Trust  *Grain  *Insurance
*IRA Rollover  *Life Insurance  *Living Trust*IRA Rollover  *Life Insurance  *Living Trust

*Memorials  *Real Estate  *Stocks  *Will*Memorials  *Real Estate  *Stocks  *Will

	 If you are interested in Planned Giving - 
send an email to secretary@pblfoundation.org 

and one of our members will contact you!

Making Your Gift is Easy!
Venmo @ pbleducationfoundation

OR
Go to our website:

 www.pblfoundation.org 
and click “Donate Now” 

OR 
Fill out the enclosed form and mail your check to:

PBL Education Foundation 
P.O. Box 192

Paxton, IL 60957

Investing in Excellence

Annual Campaign
The PBL Education Foundation 

is committed to enhancing 
educational opportunities for our students 

by providing resources, programs, and experiences 
that go beyond what traditional funding can provide. 

Through the generosity of community members, 
alumni, parents and friends, we are able to invest 

in innovative learning opportunities 
that help our students thrive.

Your donations also help with administrative expenses 
needed to keep our organization running smoothly.

We invite you to support our Annual Campaign 
with a gift of any size. 

Every donation makes a difference 
and helps ensure that our schools 

continue to provide an exceptional education 
for current and future generations. 

Thank you for investing in our students 
and strengthening the future of our community.

How can you 
invest in 

excellence?


